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Iﬁ order to change people, to be transformed, in order to do right thing we’
must create environment which touches all our senses. Why in Talmud does
it say that observing the mitzvah of Succah is equivalent to observing all
the mitzvahs of the Torah and in another place the Talmud says that the mitzvah
of Succa is a very easy mitzvah. The answer is tied to the Jewish perception
of man. You can't appeal to man just through his mind. There is a difference
between perception and knowing. You can perceive something but really not
know it. We all perceive that we're going to die but we don't really know
it. Perhaps it's a good thing we don't because if we did we would be
constantly depressed. If you want to change someone you must touch him in
more than mind. The emotions must be involved. The person must be physically
involved. I remember when I worked at Boeing and was to teach secretaries
how to write letters to airforce. We had a lecture slide presentation. It
was totally ineffective. But yhen I suggested the girls be given typewritten
sample letters, instruction, and actual letters they learned quickly. You
have to involve the whole person if to effect change. In the Torah we learn
about the encounter between Esau and Jacob. The Rabbis say that it occurred
on Yom Kippur. After the encounter it says Esau went to Leyera while it
says Jacob went to Succos. Leyera is another name for Yom Kippur. Other peoples
only go as far as Yom Kippur, a day of the mind, refelction. Jews go farther,
we go to Succos. You must affect the whole man, all his senses. That's why
Succes is said equivalent to all mitzvahs. It creates a total envirénment
which then makes mitzvah easy. After you create right environment
it's easy then for people to do good deeds.
Story about couple who went to doctor. They were nervous. He recommended
they buy something and exercise outside. Two weeks later husband returns.
It worked for me but my wife still nervous. How come? I bought golf clubs
for me. What did you buy for wife? She doesn't like lawn mower.

Not proper environment. Create proper environment mitzvahs easy.




